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“All kids need is a little help, a little hope and somebody who believes in them.” - Earvin “Magic” Johnson

The Extracurricular Scholarships: Fulfilling A Legacy of Compassion
by Natasha Ioﬀe
Cornelia F. Bradford lived in Jersey City over 100 years ago, at a time when it was simultaneously experiencing an urban development
boom and an overwhelming immigrant population growth. It was a time when children of the poor immigrants had few opportunities
other than joining the industrial workforce. A deeply conscientious and compassionate person, Cornelia F. Bradford dedicated herself
to improving the lives of these children. One of her many initiatives included being instrumental in having an elementary school built
in Paulus Hook. The school was built in 1916 and now carries the name of Cornelia F. Bradford, our very own P.S.#16.
As a teacher, social worker and humanitarian Miss Bradford continuously sought to create opportunities for children of poor
immigrants, to ensure their chance at education and to find ways to develop their potential. She founded the Whittier House
settlement where, in addition to valuable social services, volunteers and teachers provided kindergarten care and various clubs and
activities for children, such as cooking, needlework, the "newsboys club", and many others.
Fast forward into present day, and we see that Jersey City is once again experiencing a vigorous urban development and population
growth. Thanks to the efforts of the founding pioneers like Cornelia F. Bradford, today our children have access to quality public
school education. This allows us, as parents, to invest into supplementary activities for our children's growth, such as athletics and
dance, art and languages, and all the things we feel will help our children become multifaceted, confident and well-rounded
individuals.
As Parent Council one of our functions is to organize and oversee a diverse after-school program where parents can sign up their
children for a variety of extracurricular activities. While the classes are usually given at relatively discounted rates they are still beyond
what some of our families can afford, as our school is a home to students from various backgrounds and levels of opportunity.
We strongly believe that every child deserves a chance to have access to the best and most innovative learning methods and activities,
and it is our responsibility as parent leaders to help make it possible. Last year we co-sponsored a "dance-to-learn" workshop
provided by "Nimbus Dance Works" for all our second and third graders. Students were taught to incorporate their academic studies
into interpretive dance movement, thus transforming precise knowledge into creative artistic expression. It was great to know that
every single student in those grade levels had a chance to participate in such a unique educational activity.
One of our long standing dreams was to establish a scholarship fund to sponsor a number of children from families in need for
extracurricular learning activities, creating an opportunity for these students to uncover their creative gifts and hidden potentials in
new ways. On March 2, 2015 a majority parent vote decided on establishing a recurring fund in the amount of $1,500, allocated to
sponsoring a number of children for a semester of one after-school activity each. It allowed us to sponsor 12 students for a full
semester of an extracurricular activity. We look forward to be able to continue this wonderful tradition in the years to come!
As times change, children's needs remain the same - they need to grow, learn, and establish themselves in the world. We believe that
it is our direct responsibility as parent leaders to make sure that the needs of every single child in our school are met in a fair and
equitable way. We are proud to continue the tradition of charity and compassion started by our school founder, Cornelia F. Bradford.
Her goal was to reconcile "the factory girl and the university girl" in empathy and mutual understanding, and today, as we prepare to
celebrate a Centennial Jubilee of her legacy, our dream is that the child from the shelter across the street, who shares a desk with the
child from the waterfront penthouse, can have the same opportunity at excellence and success.
We extend the deepest gratitude to all our parents and sponsors who help make these dreams a reality!

100 Years of Enrichment activity: From the Whittier House original cooking classes (center) to dance workshops and fencing.
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